
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Being Church: What God has Made Us to be Together” is the name of our current sermon 
series, which has been designed to help us explore the nature of and God’s purpose for the Church. Today’s 
theme, “Godly,” is the first in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditonal Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth

Monday:
     7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts         

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week:
Tuesday: 
     Noon         UMW Luncheon

Wednesday: 
     7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Thursday: 
     11:00 a.m.  Bowie Awards Party

Bowie: Spring Semester Opportunities
     Opportunities to serve the teachers, staff, children and families of Bowie Elementary School abound this 
spring. We will honor the school counselor, Amanda Young, in some exciting way during School Counselor 
Appreciation Week in February. There is the possibility that another parent meeting will take place during 
that month, as well. Teacher Appreciation Week will take place from May 2-6, and we will work with the 
Parent Teacher Association to make it a great week for the teachers and staff. An end-of-the-year picnic and 
festival has been scheduled for May 19, which is a great way to celebrate the year as a community. (See the 
photo on the right of last year’s celebration.)  Every 
other week, Deb Barner and her team pack food for 
children who otherwise might go hungry during the 
weekend. In addition, our 5th Grade Rewards Parties 
are set for Friday, January 8; Friday, February 26; 
Friday, April 15; and Monday, May 23. Volunteers 
always are so helpful at the parties and with any of the 
events and activities listed above. If you are interested 
in participating in any way, please contact Alayna 
Brooks (children@aldersgateabilene.org) or Daniel 
Mathis (youth@aldersgateabilene.org) while I am on 
maternity leave. They will look forward to hearing 
from you! Grace and Peace. — Amy Wilson Feltz



Youth Ministry: Youth is Back!
    Sunday night Youth is officially meeting again beginning tonight at 5 p.m! I am looking forward to seeing 
all of your bright, shining faces as we kick off the spring semester. There will be a Youth Parent Meeting next 
Sunday, January 10, at 4 p.m. We will discuss upcoming events, opportunities to serve and our schedule for 
the spring semester. 
     Our 5th annual Spring Break Ski Trip to Monarch, Colorado, is quickly approaching! The cost breakdown 
of the trip is: for ages 7-18, $350; for ages 19+, $365; for non-skiers, $215. A $150 deposit is due next 
Sunday, January 10, and you may sign up now at www.skidaddy.com/
aldersgateumc. This website also will provide the forms, waivers, maps 
and an itinerary for the trip.  
    This year, for Disciple Now, our youth group is joining with many other 
youth groups around Abilene for a weekend-long youth conference 
called Citywide. The event will be held on January 22-24. We will be 
participating in the Friday and Saturday, January 22-23, events only. The 
cost is $25. We have an amazing speaker, band and activities planned 
for this event, and we are really excited about what God is going to 
do in the hearts of our youth. If you would like more information, or 
would like to sign up for this awesome event, you can go to http://www.
citywideabilene.com. Please call, text, or email me with any questions 
you might have at 325-370-5223 or youth@aldersgateabilene.org. 
—  Daniel Mathis

College Ministry: The New Year
    I have spent a good bit of time over the last few weeks 
thinking about and preparing for the college ministry’s 
transition into the new year. My hopes and prayers for 
our college ministry remain the same: that all students 
find a place to belong and to call home, and that God will 
use Aldersgate to meet this need for as many students as 
possible. I am filled with joy and am strongly encouraged 
as I review the many different relationships our church 
fosters with college students. We employ many students 
within our ministry programming, from the nursery to 
the youth group. We have students sharing their musical 
gifts in both worship services every week. We graciously 

prepare and serve a meal to students every Sunday night during the school year. These are some of the ways 
in which we serve and enjoy the service of students in our community. What I find to be truly remarkable 
is the quality and nature of relationships that are formed through these various activities. I hope that our 
students will continue to experience the grace of God in these relationships and sense of belonging within 
the Aldersgate community. As we enter the new year, I look forward to hearing and sharing stories of the 
work of God within our church and college ministry. —Kyle Watson



Being Church:  What God has made us to be together
Godly

I Timothy 4:1-10
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Trampolines and Three-Wheelers (Matthew 7:7-12)

Asking….Great Questions

Our Rule of Life Together and Your Rule of Life Individually

Training Ourselves to be Godly

 Prayer

 Scripture Reading

 Holy Conversations (Growth Groups, Sunday School, etc…)

Remember…God is no Bully

Related Scriptures:  Matthew 7:7-12, I Thessalonians 5:12-24, II Timothy 3:10-17, Hebrews 
10:19-25

Other Recommended Resources:  

Books:   Sacred Rhythms by Ruth Haley Barton, Chapter 9 (A Rule of Life)
Crafting a Rule of Life: An Invitation to the Well-Ordered Way by Stephen Macchia
Praying with the Church by Scot McKnight

Websites and Articles:
http://thebibleproject.tumblr.com/readscripture - This is an excellent Bible Reading Plan
http://seedbed.com/feed/means-grace-critical-practice-renewal-church/ - Seedbed is awesome!

My Response:



Connections: Growth Groups!
       By now, I am sure you are tired of me talking about Growth Groups. But do not worry, I planned for that! 
I am going to let the Growth Group participants write this article. Here is how some responded when asked 
about what they have enjoyed most about growth group:
         “Getting to better know more people at our church. I really enjoy that there is a variety of ages and 
personalities. There is no cliquishness.”
     “Mostly, I enjoy the adult time every week and being able to relax some away from the fast paced busyness 
of everyday life.”
      When asked how Growth Group has affected their spiritual journey some responded:
    “It’s a constant reminder weekly to do some 
soul searching and to open the Word. I feel 
connected to the others even in such a short 
amount of time.”
     “Through the prayers of and for the group, I 
feel that I’m talking to God more often.”
     “It centers me and allows me a space for 
genuine vulnerability at least once a week. It’s a 
place where I take a breath, and that’s so vital.”
     If you are interested in joining a group, 
you can sign up at the Welcome Center, show 
interest on the back of your Welcome Card or 
contact me at jessica@aldersgateabilene.org 
or 210-849-9122. — Jessica Watson

Children’s Ministry: Happy New Year!
     I hope all of you had a wonderful Christmas! 
I know we did, and I am sure all of you, who 
are not teachers, are looking forward to school   
being back in session and getting back into your 
normal routine. Kids for Christ will resume 
soon, and I hope you can make that part of 
your routine as well. Kids for Christ runs with 
the same schedule as Growth Groups, so our 
first day of KFC will be January 17. We begin 
at 5 p.m. The kids stay in groups according to 
age level where they learn biblical truths, go to 
choir, play games, eat supper and we finish at 

7:30 p.m. I hope you will give it a try for your kids this semester! If you have never attended a Growth 
Group, I encourage you to sign up for one as well. It is a great way to get to know people and help you 
put what you learn on Sunday mornings into practice in your daily lives. What our kids need more than 
anything is to have parents who are becoming more Christ-like! — Alayna Brooks



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                          12.27.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $6,697.98
Received This Month-to-Date = $71,605.07
Received Year-to-Date = $763,419.062
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $149,062.00

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 76
                           11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 71
                                     Total Worship Service Attendance = 147
                                                   Sunday School = 105

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

Presence                          12.24.2015
Christmas Eve Service = 484



by Pastor Amy
In the World                

    One of the things you may have heard me 
say in recent months is that research shows 
it takes 15 years for a church-sponsored 
neighborhood ministry to really take root in 

a neighborhood. Fifteen years! 
   As you may know, the most visible manifestation of our 
neighborhood ministry at Aldersgate is our Open Door Community 
Garden, which is located on the corner of South 19th and Amarillo 
streets. The photo below shows members of our congregation 
breaking ground for the garden in the fall of 2012. We planted our 
first crop on Good Friday of 2013, which will make 2016 our fourth 
spring in the garden. 
    There is much to celebrate about our first four years of being 
present in the neighborhood in this intentional way: beautiful and 
delicious food, opportunities to work together, eat together and play 
together, and most importantly, the development of relationships 
with the people who live in our neighborhood. 
     The day-to-day care of the garden takes so much work, and I 
am grateful for every person who ever has set foot on the premises 
and picked up a hoe or rake or planted a seed or trimmed the 
rose bushes. I’m especially grateful for the team of volunteers that 
regularly gives time to the planning and operating of the garden 
and the neighborhood ministry. 
       You are welcome to be a part of that team!
    So many opportunities will arise this spring as we envision 
new ways of planning and overseeing the garden and developing 
exciting relationships with our neighbors! If you are interested 
in participating in the 
neighborhood ministry 
of Aldersgate UMC this 
spring and summer, please 
contact Kyle Watson at kyle@
aldersgateabilene.org. Kyle 
will serve as the staff contact 
person for this ministry while 
I am on maternity leave. 
    I am looking forward to a 
bountiful spring!

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your email inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

1 January: Genesis 1-3, Psalm 1
                Genesis Pt 1 Video 
2 January: Genesis 4-7, Psalm 2
3 January: Genesis 8-11, Psalm 3
4 January: Genesis 12-15, Psalm 4
                    Genesis Pt 2 Video
5 January: Genesis 16-18, Psalm 5
6 January: Genesis 19-21, Psalm 6
7 January: Genesis 22-24, Psalm 7
8 January: Genesis 25-28, Psalm 8
9 January: Genesis 29-31, Psalm 9

  Daily Readings


